
THEMES & TOPICS 

THEMES 

The themes serve as the connective tissue of the course and enable you to create meaningful 
connections across units. They are often broader ideas that become threads that run throughout the 

course. Revisiting them and applying them in a variety of contexts helps you to develop deeper 
conceptual understanding. Below are the themes of the course and a brief description of each. 

THEME 1: HUMANS AND THE ENVIRONMENT (ENV) 

The environment shapes human societies, and as populations grow and change, these populations in 
turn shape their environments. 

 (Agriculture, weather/climate, access to water, scarcity of resources) 

THEME 2: CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND INTERACTIONS (CDI) 

The development of ideas, beliefs, and religions illustrates how groups in society view themselves, and 
the interactions of societies and their beliefs often have political, social, and cultural implications. 

 (religion, languages, customs, traditions, art, architecture) 

THEME 3: GOVERNANCE (GOV) 

A variety of internal and external factors contribute to state formation, expansion, and decline. 
Governments maintain order through a variety of administrative institutions, policies, and procedures, 
and governments obtain, retain, and exercise power in different ways and for different purposes.  

(taxation, bureaucracy, wars, revolutions, state decline, occupations)  

THEME 4: ECONOMIC SYSTEMS (ECN) 

As societies develop, they affect and are affected by the ways that they produce, exchange, and 
consume goods and services.  

(Agriculture, feudalism, communism, capitalism, industrialization, labor systems -slaves, serfs, 
currency, poverty) 

THEME 5: SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AND ORGANIZATION (SIO) 

The process by which societies group their members and the norms that govern the interactions 
between these groups and between individuals influence political, economic, and cultural institutions 
and organization. 

 (Patriarchy, social classes, norms, family size) 

THEME 6: TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION (TEC) 

Human adaptation and innovation have resulted in increased efficiency, comfort, and security, and 
technological advances have shaped human development and interactions with both intended and 
unintended consequences. (anything involved in human production without their bodies) 

 (Tools, machines, communications, irrigation,  

 



 

UNITS 

 

Go to the Unit Description file for specific topics. 


