Unit Activities, cont’d.
Example 6: Caribbean Colonies
In the plantation society that governed the Caribbean islands, small groups of colonial masters controlled large
populations of African slaves. During the three centuries between 1500 and 1800, more than twelve million
enslaved Africans crossed the Atlantic to do the grueling work of growing sugarcane, tobacco, and cotton. In the
plantations of the West Indies, it was common to work slaves to death. The cost of replacing an adult slave with
another adult slave was easy enough to meet, and that approach was preferred to spending the energy to bring
up children.

Example 7: Factory Work in Industrialized Economies
Wage labor was the system that allowed industry and agriculture to develop in Europe at the time when slave
labor, sweatshops, and other forms of unfree labor expanded in other parts of the world. Culturally, this system
led to the racialization of slavery to justify the massive African slave trade to the Americas. But the wage workers
in Europe recognized of the larger system: They described their condition as that of “wage slaves.”

Activity 2: Unfree Labor—45 minutes
Analyze the images below to answer the following questions.
· To what extent are these images reliable sources of information on the nature of coerced labor in Russia,
the Caribbean and Brazil, and the Spanish Empire in the Andes?
· What other kinds of information do you need to determine the reliability of these sources?
· Even though the images were made by artists, not unfree laborers, what kinds of information can historians
glean from the visual sources?

Item #3376. Anonymous, PEASANTS
RECEIVING THEIR LORD’S ORDERS BEFORE
GOING TO WORK, 1400S (n.d.). Courtesy of
Northwind Picture Archives.
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Item #4831. Alexander Rippingille,
IMMEDIATE EMANCIPATION IN THE
WEST INDIES, AUG. 1ST (1838). Courtesy
of The Library of Congress.
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Item #4392. Felipe Huaman Poma de Ayala,
INCANS HARVESTING POTATOES (1615).
Image donated by Corbis-Bettmann.
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Item #5942. Theodor de Bry, NARRATIO
REGIONUM INDICARUM PER HISPANOS
(1598). Courtesy of Annenberg Rare Book
Room, University of Pennsylvania.

Item #4427. Anonymous, CUBAN FARMERS HARVESTING SUGAR CANE (n.d.). Image
donated by Corbis-Bettmann.

Item #2447. Henry Coster, SUGAR MILL, BRAZIL (1816). Courtesy of The Library of Congress.

Bridging World History

- 113 -

Unit 14

