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 Harm de Blij is an author and teacher. He was also the geography editor 

on ABC's "Good Morning America" for seven years. In 1996, he was on NBC 

News as a geography analyst but appeared mostly on MSNBC. De Blij wrote and 

was a commentator for the PBS Series "The Power of Place” which is the title of 

his newest book. De Blij has published over 30 books. 

 

 Harm de Blij was born on October 9th 1936. He was born in Rotterdam 

which is about 50 miles from Amsterdam. He went to school in Europe for most 

of his life. Some of his schooling took place during World War ll. He went to 

college in Africa. De Blij got his Ph.D. at Northwestern University in the United 

States. He has received honorary degrees for his work from Marshall University, 

Rhode Island College, Grand Valley State University, North Carolina State 

University, and Michigan State University. Despite being widely known for his 

geographical studies, Mr. De Blij is devoted wine collector. He is also a major fan 

of Holland soccer and the Chicago Cubs baseball team. He is a beginner violinist 

who plays chamber music whenever he has an opportunity. He has a son named 

James, a daughter named Tanya, and a wife named Bonnie who he’s been married 

to for about thirty four years. His daughter Tanya is a Web designer and his son 

James is a Project Manager for television production at Discovery 

Communications. Harm de Blij currently lives in Boca Grande, Florida.  

 Harm De Blij is very significant in the academic world of geography. He 

specializes in geopolitical and environmental issues. Geopolitics is a very 

interesting study of the relationship between politics and territory. As mentioned 

in the first paragraph, Mr. de Blij has published more than 30 books. This 

includes scientific books, educational books, trade titles, and over 100 articles. 

His most recent trade book is The Power of Place which was published in 2009. 



In The Power of Place he argues that the world is not only “rounded” but is really 

starting to form a more complex shape than that. Another one of his books is 

called Why Geography Matters and was published in 2007. In his book, Why 

Geography Matters, he argues about how America's ignorance towards geography 

could be a national security risk. De Blij wrote a textbook called Geography: 

Realms, Regions and Concepts. This textbook has sold over 1.2 million copies 

since 1970. Additionally, his book Wine: a Geographic Appreciation was a 

bestseller in the 1980s and was awarded a medal. These books have been 

translated into many different languages. The 5 books just mentioned are only 5 

out of the 33 books Mr. de Blij has written. He has done other things to spread his 

knowledge such as teaching. Mr. de Blij is a John A. Hannah Professor in the 

Geography department at Michigan State University (MSU). Before that he was a 

Distinguished Professor of Geography at MSU from 1960 to 1970. De Blij was 

the head of Geography Department at the University of Miami and was the editor 

at the National Geographic Society. His work in research, teaching, and television 

had him travelling all over the place. In 1994 the National Geographic Society 

President, Gilbert Grosvenor, made Harm de Blij an Honorary Life Member of 

the National Geographic Society. Mr. De Blij has enlightened ignorant people 

everywhere about the importance of geography.   
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