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           In the section entitled, “An Enduring Geography”, Harm De Blij demonstrates that 

the map of the world has largely remained unchanged since agricultural times. (This is 

what “enduring” refers to.) He begins his explanation by reviewing the history of 

mankind and how modern humans moved across the world. He reports that they learned 

how to grow crops and raise animals as they moved closer to coastal regions, close to 

water, approximately 10,000 years ago. According to the map on page 21, a large 

concentration of humans have inhabited the coasts of Europe, Asia, and North America 

since then where they expanded and flourished. 

          De Blij then explains why the general population density has stayed fairly fixed 

over the past 10,000 years. “National boundaries”, or countries, filtered the number of 

inhabitants entering and exiting borders, making it increasingly difficult to migrate. Other 

countries such as Rome and China built walls, sealing off areas of the world and allowing 

only a select few to enter and exit. 

           Over the past 1,000 years, there have only been three phases in which 

demographic population significantly altered. The first occurred when humans emigrated 

from Africa to Europe and the Americas. Second, Europeans entered the New World, 

introducing new, unknown diseases to the current occupants and killing off almost half of 

the population. Finally, the most recent, a global population explosion, which took place 

over a little more than a century but increased human numbers from one to almost seven 

billion. 

           Nonetheless, humans have inhabited the same areas. For example, occupants in 

Eurasia and Africa, Amerindians, and Aboriginal Australians have thrived under the 

same environmental conditions regardless of landscape for over 1,000 years. Today, half 

of the population explosion now lives in urban areas, which will affect the geography of 

the Earth in the future. 

            

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Glossary 
 

dispersal- the process or result of the spreading of organisms from one place to another 

 

Sri Lanka- an island country off the southeastern coast of India 

 

Indus River- an Asian river flowing through Northern India and into the Arabian Sea 

 

Brahmaputra River- an Asian river flowing into the Bay of Bengal 

 

girdle- to encircle 

 

apt- having a tendency 

 

outpost- an outlying frontier or settlement 

 

Amerindians- American Indians; any member of the peoples living in North or South 

America before the Europeans arrived 

 

Aboriginal Australians- a class of people who are members of a race having originated 

from Australia 

 

altiplano- a high plateau or plain 

 

superimpose- to place or lay over or above something 



 

demarcate- to mark the limits of; to set apart 

 

fortify- to strengthen or secure 

 

parcel- to divide into parts 

 

compartmentalized- to separate into isolated compartments or areas 

 

constraint- the state of being checked, restricted, or compelled to avoid or perform some 

action 

 

chafe- to feel irritation or discontent 

 

consign- to give, transfer, or deliver into the hands or control of another 
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