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Vocabulary: 

Capacities- Ability to perform. 

Traverse- To move through. 

Davos- A city in Switzerland, located in the 

Swiss Alps. It is the highest city in Europe. 

It also hosts the World Economic Forum, a 

meeting between politicians and 

businessmen. 

Doha- The capital of Qatar, located along 

the Persian Gulf. Qatar is a peninsula which 

borders Saudi Arabia, located in the Middle 

East. 

“Conferences like the G-8”- Otherwise 

known as the “Group of Eight”, these are 

meetings between the most economically 

powerful countries France, Germany, Italy, 

Japan, U.K., U.S., Canada, and Russia. They 

discuss topics of global concern, such as 

health, law enforcement, labor, economic 

and social development, energy, 

environment, foreign affairs, and trade. 

Legitimize- To make lawful. 

Countenance- To approve, to favor. 

Inimical- Harmful, bad. 

Environs- Districts, environment. 

Scrutiny- Examination, closely looking at. 

Autonomy- Independence or freedom. 

Imposition- Putting a burden or obligation 

onto someone. 

Prevailed- Exist everywhere, be widespread. 

“De facto”- In fact, in reality. 

Stringently- Binding, strict. 

Cape Province- A province (district, area) in 

South Africa 

Cape Town- The capital of Cape Province. 

Natal- A region in the province Kwalaulu-

Natal. 

Durban- A major city in Natal. 

Krugersdorp- A mining town in South 

Africa. 

Louis Trichardt- A town in South Africa 

near the foot of the Soutpansberg 

Mountains. 

Modulation- To be adjusted to, to adapt. 

Microcosm- A small world. 

Constituted- To form. 

Circumscribed- To enclose within bounds, 

to limit or confine narrowly. 

Veritable- Truly, very much so. 

Abode- Residence, dwelling, home. 

Afrikaner- A native to South Africa of 

European descent, usually Dutch.  

Cartographically- The production of maps. 

Facilitated- To make easier. 

Durban- The third largest city in South 

Africa. It is also South Africa’s busiest port. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soutpansberg�


Esplanade- Any open space used for public 

walks or drives. 

Nadir- The lowest point, the point of most 

despair. 

Amenities- Any feature that provides 

comfort or pleasure. 

Hindrance- To prevent, to stop. 

Variegated- Diverse, varied, different. 

Engendered- To cause, to produce. 

Boer- See Afrikaner 

Boer War- A war made of two parts between 

Boers and the British government to re-

establish the Boer’s independence. The 

Boers lost. 

Culmination- To end or arrive at a final 

stage. 

Ideology- The teachings and beliefs that 

guides a social movement. 

Hegemony- Leadership from one nation 

over others. 

Regime- A system of ruling or government. 

Multilateral- Participated in by more than 

two nations. 

Sanctions- Permission or approval. 

Subjugate- To bring under complete control. 

Dependencies- A dependent territory or 

area. 

Implement- To fulfill, perform, or carry out. 

Condemnation- Strong disapproval. 

Perfidy- A purposeful breach of faith and 

trust. 

Imperatives- Necessary or required, 

unavoidable. 

Albeit- Although. 

Myanmar- Former name of Burma, a 

country in Southeast Asia. 

Sudan- A country in Northeast Africa, South 

of Egypt. 

Zimbabwe- A country in Southern Africa. 

Discernable- Distinguishable. 

Tenacity- Persistent, stubborn, tough. 

Evinced- To make evident, to show clearly. 

“Cross the Rubicon”- (idiom) To take a 

decisive, unalterable step. 

 

 

 

De Blij’s argument in “A Nation Asunder” is that the Globals, the “higher-ups” in power, will 

make decisions based purely on their own gain that will also affect the locals, or the average 

people, in a possibly adverse way. 



De Blij gives examples of this by focusing on apartheid in South Africa. He explains that before 

the Afrikaners, or globals, gained power in South Africa that it had relatively non-segregated 

areas. After they gained power, strict segregation was put into act for their own benefit. 

 


