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Harm de Blij’s 
“The Power of Place: Place and Destiny” 

 
Vocabulary (pg. 27-30): 

 

Discern- perceive or recognize; 

distinguish (someone or something) 

 

Apartheid- (in South Africa) a policy or 

system of segregation or discrimination 

on grounds of race 

 

Discrete- individually separate and 

distinct 

 

Mobals- locals in seek of a better life; 

migrants 

 

Afrikaner- an Afrikaans1 speaking 

person  

 

Reconstituted- reconstructed; restored 

 

Ideology- system of ideas that form the 

basis of economic or political theory or 

policy 

 

Shi’ite- supporter of the Shia2 branch of 

Islam 

 

Acolyte- a person assisting the celebrant 

in a religious service or procession 

 

Aberration- departure from what is 

normal, usual, or expected; typically one 

that is unwelcome 

 

Core-periphery- the economic and 

political relationship between a highly 

developed country or region (the core) 

and a less developed country or region in 

contact with it (the periphery) 

 

Multiracial- made up of or relating to 

people of several races 

 

Plural society- a society in which 

several ethnic groupings coexist but 

maintain their separate cultural identities 

 

Inception- the establishment or starting 

point of an institution or activity 

 



Exclusionary- the process or state of 

excluding or being excluded (denied 

access to; to keep out; remove from 

consideration) 

 

Perpetuate- make something continue 

indefinitely 

 

Dichotomy- a division or contrast 

between two things that are or are 

represented as being opposed or entirely 

different 

 

Implication- the conclusion that can be 

drawn from something, although it is not 

explicitly stated (it’s implied) 

 

Negate- make ineffective; deny the 

existence of something 

 

Perception- Become aware of 

something through the senses; a way or 

regarding or interpreting something; a 

mental impression 

 

Concede- admit that something is true or 

valid after having first denied it 

 

Indispensable- absolutely necessary  

 

Soviet Union- (USSR) former federation 

of communist republics created from the 

Russian empire in aftermath of 1917 

Russian Revolution; formally dissolved 

in 1991 

 

Continuum- a continuous sequence in 

which adjacent elements are not 

perceptibly different from each other, 

although the extremes are quite distinct 

 

Entity- a thing with distinct and 

independent existence 

 

Supranational- having power or 

influence that goes above national 

boundaries or governments  

 

Bloc- combination of countries, parties, 

or groups sharing a common purpose 

 

European Union- (EU) an economic 

and political association of European 

countries as a unit with internal free 

trade and common external tariffs 

 

Sub-national- at a level below the 

national level; regional or local 

 

Catalonia- autonomous3 region in 

Northeastern Spain; capital is Barcelona 

 



Proscribing- forbid esp. by law; 

denounce or condemn  

 

Manifestation- the action or fact of 

showing something in such a way 

 

Debacle- fiasco, failure, or disaster 

 

Magisterial- having or showing great 

authority 

 

Zenith- the time at which something is 

most powerful or successful  

 

Imploded- suffer sudden economic or 

political collapse 
 

1Language of South Africa; derived from Dutch brought by protestant settlers in 17th 
century 
 

2One of the two main branches of Islam 
 

3Having self government; at least to a significant degree; acting independently or having 
the freedom to do so 
 
 
 

De Blij’s Argument: 
 

De Blij is arguing throughout the section of “Place and Destiny” that exclusion and 

putting oneself above others when power is given is natural to human kind. However, if 

this remains neglected, it can lead to serious consequences. Also, the power of place and 

the people who live there are closely related. Sometimes, people’s choices and the way 

they see those choices can make the power of place ineffective. While this is true, De Blij 

also argues that this ability of “choice and reason” cannot be obtained by all. Simply put, 

“choice and reasoning” are more affective when the typical perceptions of a region are 

not taken into account. One last argument that De Blij makes in this section is that 

presently, the focus is on “success and debacle.” The government of each country has a 

great impact on the power of place. The reason for either the success or failure of that 

country is based on the physical and social obstacles listed as such: human impact on the 

environment, climate change, the behavior and relationship of bordering countries as well 

as the behavior and relationship with in the country, the weakening of trade partners and 

allies either in the present or in the past, and the reactions of different societies to similar 



problems. All of these arguments De Blij has made define and influence the power of 

place. 

 
 

Work Cited 
 

 
De, Blij Harm J. "Place and Destiny." The Power of Place: Geography, Destiny, and 

Globalization's Rough Landscape. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2009. 27-30. Print. 
 

 
Home : Oxford English Dictionary. Web. 16 Oct. 2011. <http://www.oed.com>. 
 
 


