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The Pacific Rim 

 

    The Pacific Rim is defined as the countries in the Far East bordering the Pacific Ocean. 

These countries include: Australia, China, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, 

Philippines, Thailand, and more. The Pacific Rim accounts for nearly half of the world's 

population and represents an economic force equal to any region of the world. 

    For centuries, many of the countries in this region were isolated and underdeveloped, 

with a limited amount of educated people. Now, the countries in the Pacific Rim are 

experiencing unexpected growth in trade, finance, energy resources, and migration.  For 

example, Japan contains a colossal amount of complex infrastructure, which includes 

some of the world’s largest security firms and banks. Likewise, these facilities in 

Australia and New Zealand provide the anchor of stability on the South.  

    Free enterprise has worked to a large extent in the Asian Pacific. Interconnections 

across the Pacific include the flow of capital, goods, cultural forms, and people.  

    Japan’s prime minister is trying to join negotiations for am America-backed-free trade 

zone called the Trans-pacific partnership. It would cover all of the Pacific Rim. This new 

zone would give Japanese exporters of cars, televisions, and other manufactured goods 

greater access to other markets, especially the United States.  

    China, on the other hand, is trying to deal with the dilemma of moving away from its 

dependence on exports while increasing employment and wages for its workers. It is also 

facing pressure with environmental issues.  

    All of the countries in the Pacific Rim have very different internal cultures. They will 

have to adapt to accommodate each other’s differences so they can participate in the 

twenty-first century economy for the benefit of all their people.  
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